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Development of
tiotropium bromide
begins

Launch of Combivent®

MDI (ipratropium bromide
and salbutamol)
for the treatment of
COPD†

First launches
of Spiriva® in COPD
take place in several
European and Asian
countries¶

Spiriva® recognised
by GOLD, alongside
other long-acting
bronchodilators, as a
first-line maintenance
therapy for COPD1 

Spiriva® becomes
the world’s most
prescribed COPD
maintenance
treatment9

Landmark UPLIFT®

(Understanding
Potential Long-Term
Impacts on Function
with Tiotropium)
trial results
demonstrated
the long-term
impact of Spiriva®

on COPD10

Enrolment commences
in the TOviTO® Phase
III clinical trial
programme investigating
the efficacy and safety
of tiotropium/olodaterol
delivered via Respimat®

in COPD

On October 7th 2011
the FDA approved
Combivent®

Respimat® for
the treatment
of COPD

Nintedanib
receives orphan
medicinal
product
designation
from the
European 
Commision
in IPF×

OFEV®(nintedanib)
becomes the first
FDA-approved
treatment for IPF

Striverdi® Respimat®

(olodaterol) is launched
as a new once daily,
COPD maintenance
treatment. Striverdi®,
a unique and effective
long-acting beta2-
agonist with a fast onset
of action13, has been
specifically designed
to complement
the efficacy of Spiriva®±

Boehringer Ingelheim 
Respiratory Research & Development Timeline

Aludrin® is launched,
an anti-asthmatic
treatment breaking
new ground in 
asthma treatment

Lobelin® (lobelin), the
first stimulant-based
respiratory product,
is introduced as an
emergency drug for
arrested breathing

Atrovent® (ipratropium
bromide) aerosol is
launched, a short-acting
anti-cholinergic for the
treatment of patients
with chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease
(COPD)

Respimat® launches.
Respimat® actively§ 
delivers a unique mist, 
meaning the patient just 
needs to take a slow 
deep breath2–8

Results from TIOSPIR®

(TIOtropium Safety and
Performance In Respimat®)

 – a landmark global trial
in more than 17,000
patients, one of the
largest COPD trials
ever conducted12 – 
confirm similar safety and 
efficacy of Spiriva® 
HandiHaler® and Spiriva® 
Respimat®

Pivotal Phase III
TONADO® studies were
announced at the
European Respiratory
Society Congress
in Munich. The study
results show tiotropium/
olodaterol provides
significant improvement in
lung function,
breathlessness, quality
of life and reduction
in use of rescue
medication over
Spiriva® Respimat®15

Results from Phase III
INPULSIS™ trials show 
investigational therapy
nintedanib
significantly
slows disease 
progression in 
patients with idiopathic 
pulmonary fibrosis (IPF) 
compared to placebo14

Phase III data show 
tiotropium Respimat®

as add-on to at least 
ICS/LABA significantly 
reduces risk of severe 
asthma exacerbations
in adult asthma patients 
who continue to 
experience symptoms 
despite ICS/LABA

POET-COPD®

(Prevention Of
Exacerbations with
Tiotropium in COPD)
trial results show
significant 
reduction
of risk of 
exacerbation
with Spiriva® versus
the LABA salmeterol11

* Afatinib is approved in a number of markets, including the EU, Japan, Taiwan and Canada under the brand name GIOTRIF® and in the U.S. under the brand name GILOTRIF® for use in patients with distinct types of EGFR mutation-positive NSCLC. Registration conditions differ internationally, please refer to 
locally approved prescribing information. Afatinib is under regulatory review by health authorities in other countries worldwide. Afatinib is not approved in other indications.

** Nintedanib is approved in the EU under the brand name VARGATEF® for use in combination with docetaxel in adult patients with locally advanced, metastatic or locally recurrent NSCLC of adenocarcinoma tumour histology after first-line chemotherapy. Nintedanib is under regulatory review by health 
authorities in other countries outside the EU. Nintedanib is not approved in other oncology indications.

† Ipratropium bromide/salbutamol is approved under the brand name Combivent® in the US, Canada and Mexico.

¶ Tiotropium is approved in the EU under the brand names Spiriva® HandiHaler® and Spiriva® Respimat® as a maintenance bronchodilator treatment to relieve symptoms of patients with COPD.

§ Respimat® delivers a metered dose of medication in a mist at the push of a button requiring just a slow deep breath from a patient.

× Nintedanib is approved under the brand name OFEV® in the US, EU, Japan and other territories for use in patients with IPF. 

± Olodaterol is approved under the brand name Striverdi® Respimat® in the EU and US as a maintenance bronchodilator treatment in patients with COPD.

¢ Tiotropium is approved in the EU under the brand name Spiriva® Respimat® as an add-on maintenance bronchodilator treatment in adult patients with asthma who are currently treated with the maintenance combination of inhaled corticosteroids (≥800 μg budesonide/day or equivalent) and long-acting
    β2 agonists and who experienced one or more severe exacerbations in the previous year. Spiriva® Respimat® is approved in Japan for the relief of various symptoms associated with the obstructive impairment of airways due to bronchial asthma (only use for patients with severe persistent asthma).

# Combined figures for HandiHaler® and Respimat®

‡ Tiotropium/olodaterol is approved under the brand name Spiolto® Respimat® in the EU as a once-daily maintenance treatment to relieve symptoms in adult patients with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Spiolto® Respimat® is registered as Stiolto™ Respimat® in the US.

þ Spiriva® Respimat® is approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) for the long-term, once-daily, prescription maintenance treatment of asthma in people ages 12 and older. Spiriva® Respimat® is not indicated for the relief of acute bronchospasm.

For further Boehringer Ingelheim media information please visit http://newscentre.boehringer-ingelheim.com/

2014
Phase III data 
showed tiotropium 
Respimat® in asthma 
as add-on to at least 
ICS/LABA maintenance 
therapy significantly 
improved asthma 
symptom control 
in adults16

2014
Approval of Spiriva® 
Respimat® for use in 
asthma by regulatory 
authorities in the EU, 
Japan and many other 
countries¢

2012
Launch of
Combivent®

Respimat®

(ipratropium
bromide and
albuterol) for
the treatment
of COPD

2015
To date, Spiriva® has 
over 40 million 
patient-years# of
real-life experience 
across all COPD 
severities

2015
Spiolto® Respimat® 
(tiotropium/ 
olodaterol) receives 
first European
country approvals
as a once-daily 
maintenance
treatment to relieve
symptoms in adult 
patients with COPD‡

2015
Approval of Spiriva® 
Respimat® for use in 
asthma in the USþ  

2015
Once-daily Stiolto™
Respimat®

(tiotropium/olodaterol)
Inhalation Spray is
approved by US FDA 
as a long-term,
once-daily maintenance
treatment of airflow
obstruction in
patients with COPD,
including chronic
bronchitis and/or
emphysema

2015
OFEV® approved
by the European
Commission for
the treatment of IPF

2015
OFEV® included 
in the Updated 
International Treatment 
Guidelines for 
Idiopathic Pulmonary 
Fibrosis17

2015
Inclusion of
Spiriva® Respimat®

in the updated
GINA 2015 Global
Strategy for Asthma
Management
and Prevention
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